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8:11-12). When we fail to appreciate - Abba -
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him and rely upon him each and every day.
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In | Samuel 3, we read about the
growth and call of Samuel the prophet.
During this time of Old Testament his-
tory we are told something very im-
portant about God’s word. | Samuel
3:1 reads:

And the child Samuel ministered unto Jehovah
before Eli. And the word of Jehovah was precious
in those days; there was no frequent vision.

A Precious Word

We are told in this verse that
God’s word was “precious” (Heb. yah-
kahr), meaning “rare;” hence costly,
valuable, honorable (used mostly of
costly stones; see | K. 10:2,10,11).
Here, we need to consider an im-
portant lesson - that God’s word is
precious, costly, valuable, honorable.

But, the question for us today is: Is
God’s word really precious to you and
to me? Note Samuel’s good attitude
toward God’s precious word:

First, he had an attitude of wanting
to hear what the Lord had spoken
(3:9). Do we always want to hear what
the Lord speaks (in the Bible), or what
man speaks?

Second, he told Eli about the
Lord’s punishment of Eli’s sin and this

The Precious Word of the Lord

had to be a hard thing to do (3:18). Do we
always tell others God’s word even though
it may be controversial to do so!?

Third, Samuel spoke only the Lord’s
words and the Lord was with Samuel and
he did not let any of Samuel’s words go
unfulfilled (3:19). Do we always speak the
truth of God’s word, nothing more, noth-
ing less, nothing else?

Have you ever thought about what
makes something precious or valuable?
One thing that can make something pre-
cious is its scarcity. “Precious medals” like
gold, silver, and platinum are high in price
because they are rare. “Precious stones”
like diamonds, rubies, and pearls are high
in price because they are rare. Value is of-
ten determined by availability or scarcity.

In the same way, God’s word at the
time of Samuel was “precious” because
“there was no frequent vision” at this
time. Just like precious metals and stones,
God’s word is precious and valuable be-
cause it is rare. We generally appreciate
high-priced items. What about God’s
word?

A Precious Jesus

God’s word is indeed precious. It is
precious because it tells us about the pre-

cious Jesus who saves us. Peter wrote

that Jesus is precious to God (| Peter

2:4, 6). He is precious because he shed
his precious blood for the sins of man-
kind (I Peter I:19).

What can attack the preciousness
of Jesus’ blood? When a sinner will not
believe in Jesus and apply his blood in
baptism, the precious blood of Jesus
will be lost (Romans 3:25). When a
Christian will not properly observe the
Lord’s supper, the precious blood of
Jesus will be lost (I Corinthians | 1:27).
When an erring Christian falls away
and despises Jesus’ blood, the precious
blood of Jesus will be lost (Hebrews
10:29).

A Precious Faith

God’s word is precious because by
reading it and hearing it, Christians can
share in a “like precious faith” (2 Peter
I:1). When we believe upon Jesus it is
precious (| Peter 2:7). When our faith
is proved and tested and found to be
genuine, “it is more precious than gold
that perishes” (I Peter |:7).

What can attack the preciousness
of this faith of ours? Well, when we fail
to read, learn, and teach God’s word,
we will lose our precious faith (Amos



